Golden Retriever Club of Victoria (GRCV) Social Media Policy
1. Purpose
This policy aims to guide the responsible use of social media by GRCV members, administrators, and the broader community. It ensures that all online interactions uphold the Club's values, promote the welfare of Golden Retrievers, and maintain the integrity of the Club's reputation.​
2. Scope
This policy applies to:​
· All official GRCV social media platforms, including the "GRCV Members" and "Friends of the GRCV" Facebook pages.​
· Committee members, administrators, and long-standing members managing these platforms.​
· All GRCV members and participants engaging with or representing the Club on social media.​
3. Guiding Principles
3.1 Alignment with Dogs Victoria
All social media activities must comply with the Dogs Victoria Social Media Code of Conduct, which emphasizes:
· Respectful and honest communication.​
· Avoidance of malicious, misleading, or unfair content 
· Adherence to legal standards, including defamation and anti-discrimination laws.​
Violations may lead to disciplinary action as outlined by Dogs Victoria. 
3.2 Representation of GRCV
When posting on behalf of GRCV:​
· Ensure content reflects the Club's mission and values.​
· Refrain from expressing personal opinions as official Club positions.​
· Avoid discussing confidential or sensitive Club matters publicly.​


3.3 Personal Social Media Use
Members are encouraged to:​
· Clearly distinguish personal opinions from official Club statements.​ 
· Refrain from sharing confidential Club information.​
· Avoid posts that could harm the Club's reputation or cause conflict within the community.​
4. Content Guidelines
4.1 Respectful Communication
All interactions should be courteous and constructive. Personal attacks, harassment, or discriminatory remarks are strictly prohibited.​
4.2 Accuracy and Integrity
Ensure that all shared information is accurate and verifiable. Clearly differentiate between facts and personal opinions.​
4.3 Privacy and Consent
Before posting images or information about individuals or their dogs:​
· Obtain explicit consent.​
· Respect requests for content removal.​
4.4 Promotion and Endorsements
Do not use GRCV platforms to:​
· Promote personal businesses or services.​
· Endorse products or services not affiliated with the Club. 
4.5 Conflict of Interest
Members must disclose any personal or financial interests that could influence their contributions to GRCV's social media platforms.​
5. Administration and Moderation
5.1 Page Management
The "GRCV Members" and "Golden Retriever Owners (Dog Australia)" Facebook pages are managed by designated administrators who are committee members or long-standing Club members.​

5.2 Content Oversight
Administrators are responsible for:​
· Monitoring content for compliance with this policy.​
· Removing inappropriate or non-compliant posts.​
· Addressing member concerns related to social media content.​
6. Reporting and Enforcement
Members are encouraged to report any breaches of this policy to the Club's committee. The committee will investigate reported incidents and take appropriate action, which may include:​ 
· Issuing warnings.​
· Revoking social media privileges.​
· Implementing disciplinary measures in line with the Club's Constitution and Dogs Victoria guidelines.​
7. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure its relevance and effectiveness. Feedback from members is welcomed and can be directed to the Club's committee.​

By adhering to this policy, members contribute to a positive and respectful online environment that reflects the values of the Golden Retriever Club of Victoria.

